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Ar ? 1 j R D . A l FN> tie - B ' 2g bomber took off from an air base hid- 

iZ lltJl T ‘‘U ert i ^ eneat l l ft w f sll t ns the X ~ 2 ’ a ^dle-nosed craft that 
csembled the big block-buster bombs of World War II. It was Oct. 17 1947 

and that day Air Force C apt. Clinch Yeager became the first human to hurl an 
W±Z h r* k t le { J f en Z ySten ?us S0Und barrier * Since then > supersonic 
XlVhZ b f C0me / 0il f me ' Bu f f? ly , re ™ a !i ch CraB such as the rocket-powered 
f. jL ff j bem ab f t0 . exc ,f ed Mach 2.2 for more than af ew seconds. Mach 2.2 
/ tf, aluminum barrier, the point at which aluminum begins to melt. Now 

it at will me ’ d Jet ‘ powered ' Production fighter may be able to speed through 


By Laurence Barrett 

0 / The Herald Tribune Staff 

WASHINGTON. 

tt Resident Johnson' announced yesterday that the 
i United States has developed an intcrceptor-typo Jet war- 
, plane whose “performance far exceeds that of any other 
aircraft In the world today." He Identified It as the A-ll. 

4 The dramatic revelation of one of the best-held mili- 
tary secrets In recent years set off considerable speculation 
and confusion The Air Force, as recently as a month ago, 
pleaded with Congress for funds to develop an "improved 
manned interceptor.” The attributes of the plane sought 
by the Air Force were similar to the ones mentioned by 

s.»ix n isr ar_h ' g1 ’ sp “* ione ■*■*—* 

The House voted authorization— $40 million for the 

n erceptor but the Senate voted nothing. Mr Johnson 
, 1 nro th c Alr Forc ! had bcen workln £ on the project since 
the 9 worl- me members of c °ngress were kept Informed of 

. , £ i nnvltfl b’y, the question arose yesterday as to why the 
Air Force made a public and private fight for something/ 

thnt ll CnnL? ad; >7 ?J? e , works - Als0 curious was the fact! 7 
along 0 S Sh0UW haggIe over somethin S already well 

Among the possible explanations are these: 

: . A ' u mleht have bcen developed as a follow-on 

J pr m' IR spy planc ‘ but now Defense Secretary Robert S 
McNfimara wants to use it— or a variation of it— as a 
fie hid. For some technological reason, perhaps, the Air 
Foice is not persuaded, this is wise. 

— . ii The entire . controversy over v fcfie improved manned 




vus- 


i| 1 =,?J C M Pt0r ? ouId bavc " bccn a ruse to hide from the 
1 ° f , ^ American progress warplane do-. :. 

< • , e , Administration might wish to deflect criticism 
particularly from Sen. Barry Goldwater— that it is falling ■ 
to keep up with military requirements for modern aircraft . 
terdnv° P jy asbing ton would discuss these matters yes- 

ta ntv' Si desi e na «on of A-ll caused some uncer- 
tainty. In military usage, the letter “A" as a rule indenting 
Navy attac kfighters. Yet this was an Air Force project 

Callf L ' tw, bUt b0tb the , u -2 and the A-ll at Burbank ' 

Z 7 spccuIa «ort that Clarence “Kelly” Johnson 


development of the A-ll. The U-2 can achieve great 

fin, ^ reP T °l edly better than 90 - 000 feet - bu t ^ relatively 

tabmd^uehr r 0n Sald i hl! A ‘ U “ has been tested p i sus- 
tah ed flight at more than 2000 miles an hour and nt 

altitudes in excess of 70,000 feet." This would make the 
A-ll at least four times faster than the U-2 and at least 
S00 mfies an hour faster than any American fighter now 
in tue air. 

Observers, eomd remember no other major military 

beSsThTu-2 n S nt that WSS kePt . entirely EPCi ' et 

. It was considered significant^that work on the A-ll 
started^ in 1959— the year before the U-2 flown by Francis' : 
5* al . Powers crashed in Russia. This suggested to some a 
possible reason for keeping the A-ll project secret for so 1 
long and for seeking other uses for the plane 

Government sources acknowledged that the A-ll had 
reconnaissance capabilities. • 3X1 

vesJ^/^ ldent l aIdhe was makln “ announcement i 

vanreri tL-h' 1 , perrpit the orderly exploitation of this ad- :: 
Th^> °i ey ? °ii r milltar y and commercial planes ” i 

he use of titanium in the A-ll may aid in the development 1 

nvnhi supel ’ sonic transport. The metal, which .poses P great 
probtems for aircraft engineers, is necessary for pfanes’ 
traveling at excessive speeds. y 01 pianes 

- President Johnson said “several” A-ll aircraft nnm 
were being flight-tested at Edwards Air Fore? Base 

ceptors "Vurther 1 det 1 n elr f pabllities as long-range inter- 
net; dicMncpri deta11 ® °f design and performance were 
lclea^ri Thtv i, SGCU i lty reasom ' yet photographs were 
and thm ®. howed the plane to be extremely long 

£? asse?b,y f01 ' Ward P ° rtl0n ' Sbort win ^ s ara near thl 

: iiuMsa' 

mem?Z-c?frc?oTd d ° f P1 '° gl ' eSS ° n the A *“- g ° ve ™- 

tramJoi'meri'lni? 5, e , mpbasized that the A-ll cannot be 
lattpV rtm v l \ homber or commercial transport. The 
latter still lequire separate, major development programs 

with the a H Cr hai ? d> expei 'lence Lockheed Is gain™* 

^rsftSr d b 0 z- s a ^: 
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